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Introduction:

In this research paper, | will be conducting
a research into the genre supernatural
horror as | will be making a short film in
this genre for Unit 4. This research paper
will be broken down into the following

sections:
e Desk research
e Audience research
e Production research

e Market research
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Desk Research:

Desk Research -
| watched a lot of short supernatural horror films and also short scenes from other
supernatural horror films and | made some notes and noted down the general

techniques that are commonly seen in most of the films | watched and analysed.

Notes

Visual effects:

In the short film There comes a knocking and The moonlight man the lighting is very
dim and “low key” which is a strong contrast between light and dark lighting. This
lighting creates a sense of suspense and is effective in horror films as it signifies
death and horror.

In many of the short supernatural horror films silhouettes were used to create tension
suspense as there is foreshadowing of near-future events such as a jump scare.

The auditory effects:

A couple of auditory effects that are used in short films such as ‘the house’ and ‘the
moonlight man’ are

High pitched monotone sound - this creates a sense of creepiness.

Sounds that slowly increase in volume giving the effect of tension, this is usually
done with footsteps.

Other camerawork effects:

Closeups- this creates suspense as you directly engage with the character.
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Horror films survey

Form description




How old are you?

17 responses

What ethnicity are you?

17 responses

What gender are you?

17 responses

@ Asian

@ oceanic { New Zealand, Australia,
Papua New Guinga)

0 North and South American

@ European

@ African { North and South African)

@ Male
@ Female




Do you enjoy watching Horror films?

17 responses

on a scale of 1-10 rate the genre Horror.

17 responses

2 1'1|.ﬁ’-!-':'n'] 2 (11.8%)

0 ['[ll %a)



| get scared and | do not enjoy getting scared, | get nightmares

nightmares

Its exciting being on my toes

The plot tends to always be the same

It scares me

Extremely exciting to watch

| GET bad dreams it scares me

The plot is usually really intriguing and it keeps me on my toes

Intriguing and exciting




2. Do you prefer a plot in which the “monster” or villian dies or where the main
character/victims are killed.?

The responses | got were 4 of the people thought that the victims getting killed made a
greater horror film whilst 2 of them preferred a plot in which the monster/villain etc. dies.

3. What staging aspects such as lighting, etc did you enjoy in the horror film ?
“The dim and dark lighting used created a very spooky atmosphere”
“The intense music created a lot of tension and suspense”

“The use of the heavy breathing created a lot of suspense and really added to the overall
quality of the film”

“l liked the camera shaking as it made me feel like it really made you feel apart of the scary
experience”

4. Did the use of silhouettes improve the film?

“Yes, It really added to the overall quality of the film”

“It definitely did make the film better”

-the rest of the group also said they think it made the film better-
5. How was the overall camerawork?

“The camerawork really helped make the film more intense which made the film better so
overall the camerawork was pretty good”

-The rest of the group agreed with this statement and had no further elaborations-

-End of focus group discussion-

From the data | collected from these focus group questions | developed a greater
understanding of what | must do when | create my short horror film, the audience seems to
prefer a plot in which the main character/victim dies, the audience also seems to like the use
of dim and dark lighting (Low key lighting) , the use of silhouettes, jumpscares and shaky
camerawork.

When referring back to the desk research | noticed that some of the information |
collected from the focus group completely compliment the notes.
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PRODUCTION RESEARCH:

Planning:

Equipment-

From the films that | watched and analysed for desk research | started thinking about what
equipment | may need to create a similar quality film, the equipment | believe | may need for
creating my film will be:

A gimbal- for smooth, professional tracking shots.
An H2N sound recorder with a wind muffler- this will help me get good sound quality
thus improving the quality of my film

e A 4k video recording camera such as a DSLR- this is to record an HD quality video

Skills-

| will develop my filmmaking skills such as my hand stability, tracking and my selecting of
camera angles. This will allow me to make the best quality film | possibly can. | will need to
learn how to create the Mallus Eye Effect for a character that | will use in the film | create.
Software-

| will use the software ‘Final Cut Pro X’ to edit my film and | will use ‘Adobe After Effects’ to
create the effects needed.

Actors and locations-

| will determine how many actors | need for my short film, | will also have to decide on a
couple of locations that | can use for my film, these locations will have to be a relatively low
populated area and will have to be in an area with not a lot of lighting as | will attempt to use
artificial lighting.

Length-

The Ideal length of the film would be around 4-7 minutes, | wouldn’t want the film to be any

longer than that as | can easier maintain the feeling of suspense throughout the 4-7 minutes
but it would be harder to maintain the suspense for longer.
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Conclusion:

In conclusion, | believe that creating this film may be quite difficult but | should
be able to overcome any difficulties that may come my way by practicing,
more specifically by practicing more varieties of camera angles and other skills
| may require to achieve a quality film.
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